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EXAMINER'S ANSWER 



This is in response to the appeal brief filed January 21 , 2009 appealing from the Office 
action mailed June 23, 2008. 
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Art Unit: 3622 

(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying by name the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 

(2) Related Appeals and Interferences 

The examiner is not aware of any related appeals, interferences, or judicial 
proceedings which will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the 
Board's decision in the pending appeal. 

(3) Status of Claims 

The statement of the status of claims contained in the brief is correct. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The appellant's statement of the status of amendments after final rejection 
contained in the brief is correct. 

(5) Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The summary of claimed subject matter contained in the brief is correct. 

(6) Grounds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

The appellant's statement of the grounds of rejection to be reviewed on appeal is 
correct. 

(7) Claims Appendix 

The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the brief is correct. 
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(8) Evidence Relied Upon 

Currans et al. 6,731 ,393 May-2004. 

(9) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 
1. Claims 1-6, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Currans et al. (6,731,393). 

As per claim 1 , Currans et al. discloses a method of selectively subscribing 
to content in a computing environment (Column 6, lines 11-12, FIGS. 1 and 1 3 
discloses custom (selective) documents by a subscribing user. FIG. 5 shows 
subscription options for news, sports, money etc.. FIGS. 9A-12 shows examples of the 
custom documents), comprising: 

enabling a user to identify, from a rendered (provider) view of content 
which is of interest to the user, (Column 13, lines 55-57 discloses the content of interest 
indicated (identified) by the user); and wherein a Tenderer (provider) of the content has 
not provided a subscription interface thereto (Column 7, lines 23-27 discloses content 
manager 51 8 of FIG. 1 3 may be deployed separate from edit module 1 20, indicating 
that an interface is not provided); 

and registering a subscription, for the user, to the identified portion of the content 
(FIG. 5 shows the registration screen and instructions. Several portions of content 
registration are shown; registration for an offer to win (see dig by ENTER to WIN!), free 
instant delivery download registration, etc.). 
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As per claim 2, Currans et al. discloses using the registered subscription 
to deliver updates of the identified portion of content to the user (Column 13, lines 19-20 
discloses daily printings of the user's personalized newspaper (portioned updates). See 
FIG. 11A also). 

As per claim 3, Currans et al., discloses : 
enabling the user to customize subscription to specify at least one condition which must 
be matched before the user is interested in the identified portion of the content, (see col 
7, lines 29-33 which discloses user interest as one condition (key contributor) to 
subscription customization (custom document generation)) 
and wherein the registering further comprises the customization (see FIG. 8). 

As per claim 4, Currans et al. discloses using the registered 
subscription to deliver an update of the identified portion content which match the 
condition to the user (Column 13, lines 18-20 discloses that the user has requested 
document 13000, his personalized newspaper be printing at of 6:00 am, every day (the 
conditions), and FIG. 11 A). 

As per claim 5, Currans et al. discloses specifying, for the user, at 
least one action to be carried out when at least one condition is met in an update to the 
identified portion of the content carrying out at least one action (Column 13, lines 19-20 
discloses the action of printing the personalized newspaper when the conditions of 6:00 
am and new day are matched. The action is printing. An example of this is a user 
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getting updates to stock prices as with FIG. 9A should the user set up a close of stock 
market time (condition) for getting the customized updates)). 

As per claim 6, Currans et al. discloses evaluating the registered subscription, 
and if the at least one condition registered therein is met in update to the identified 
portion of the content, carrying out the one action (Column 13, lines 21-23 discloses the 
edit module 120 examining (evaluating) the user's interest as specified to assemble the 
custom document. Column 13, lines 19-20 discloses the action of printing the 
personalized newspaper when the conditions of 6:00 am and new day are matched. An 
example of this is a user getting updates to stock prices as with FIG. 9A should the user 
set up a close of stock market time (condition) for getting the customized updates)). 
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As per claim 12, Currans et al. discloses enabling the registering are adapted for 
enabling a plurality of users to identify the portion of content which is of interest to each 
of the plurality of users (FIG. 1 shows a plurality of users that receive the content; 
20320, 20330, 20350, and 20360) and registering subscriptions to updates of the 
identified content for the plurality of users, respectively (FIG. 5 shows the registration 
screen and instructions. The subscriptions are shown as well). 

(10) Response to Arguments 

Examiner notes that the prior art anticipates the features of the Appellant's 
independent claim 1 . 

In reference to representative independent claim 1 , the prior art anticipates claim 

1. 

Currans discloses a method of selectively subscribing 
to content in a computing environment (Column 6, lines 11-12, FIGS. 1 and 13 
discloses custom (selective) documents by a subscribing user. FIG. 5 shows 
subscription options for news, sports, money etc.. FIGS. 9A-12 shows examples of the 
custom documents), comprising: 

enabling a user to identify, from a rendered (provider) view of content 
which is of interest to the user, (Column 13, lines 55-57 discloses the content of interest 
indicated (identified) by the user); and wherein a Tenderer (provider) of the content has 
not provided a subscription interface thereto (Column 7, lines 23-27 discloses content 
manager 51 8 of FIG. 1 3 may be deployed separate from edit module 1 20, indicating 
that an interface is not provided); 
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and registering a subscription, for the user, to the identified portion of the content 
(FIG. 5 shows the registration screen and instructions. Several portions of content 
registration are shown; registration for an offer to win (see dig by ENTER to WIN!), free 
instant delivery download registration, etc.). 

Response to Claim 1 

The applicant's arguments with regards to claim 1 is addressed in the claim 1 rejection, 
as follows: 

On page 7 of the Appellant's Appeal Brief, Appellant states, "No rendered view of 
content from which a user specifies an interest in a portion thereof is taught or 
disclosed. How the user in Currans indicates or identifies a specific interest in any 
portion is not described. Currans simply does not suggest, disclose or teach this subject 
matter". 
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However, Currans discloses rendered content of interest to the user via FIG. 18. 
At block 2905 the user interacts with the received (rendered) publication. Secondly at 
block 2920, the user not only interacts with the document (publication, but gives 
feedback (comments of interest or disinterest). 
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Hence, Currans anticipates these features. 
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On page 7 of the Appellant's Appeal Brief, Appellant states that the prior art does 
not disclose that, "a renderer of the view of the content has not provided a subscription 
interface thereto". 

However, Currans discloses a "renderer of the view of the content has not 
provided a subscription interface thereto" via FIG. 1 . In FIG. 1 the PC (310) and the 
Electrical Device (360) received rendered views of content. The renderer of the content 
has not provided a subscription interface to the PC or the Electrical device. Note that 
the interface is between the content providers (50) and (80) and the Edit Module (120), 
which in turn renders the content to the users (310 and 360). 



Application/Control Number: 10/733,985 
Art Unit: 3622 



Page 12 




,®r. i A ii g ©ts u 

TV v^ 1 sisSrsi ?— — 



oi s 

( P 


1^ > 

IB 8 a 

i ' :LL! =! 


9 ! 


i 




^ — ! 





1 v 

w \ \ h f 



rS o A a 

W V \_/ \J KJ 



<3 



Hence, Currans anticipates these features. 
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On pages 8 and 9 of the Appellant's Appeal Brief, Appellant states Currans does 
not teach, suggest or disclose "registering a subscription ... to the identified portion of 
the content". 

However, Currans discloses "registering a subscription ... to the identified portion 
of the content", via FIGS. 1,5 17, and 18. FIG. 18, block 2905 discloses monitoring of 
user interaction with identified portion of content, and this information in turn being used 
to update the user profile and edit module (120 of FIG. 1). Block 1430 of FIG. 17 
discloses construction of documents based on updates of user profile data. FIG. 5 
shows the sign-up process for being able to get "favorite publications to a printer". The 
Examiner takes this to mean a subscription has taken place, albeit, a free subscription 
using the free software. These aspects of Currans disclose that a user is rendered 
content, is able to provide feedback on interest, and is able to receive a personalized 
document on a regular basis (subscription). 
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Response to Claim 2 
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The applicant's arguments with regards to claim 2 is addressed in the claim 2 rejection, 
as follows: 
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On pages 1 0 and 1 1 of the Appellant's Appeal Brief, Appellant states Currans 
does not teach, suggest or disclose "using the registered subscription to deliver updates 
of the identified portion of content to the user". 

However, Currans discloses "using the registered subscription to deliver updates 
of the identified portion of content to the user", via FIGS. 17 and 18. 

In FIG. 18 at block 2905, the user's interaction with the received publication is 
monitored (based on the subscription made per FIG. 5 ("favorite publications brought to 
the user's printer".... on a regular basis denotes subscription)). 
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In FIG. 19, at block 1695, information gets sent to the Edit Module and the user 
profile. FIGS.1, and 13, show the edit module (120), which houses content manager 
518, and FIGS. 1 and 14 show the knowledge module 170, which houses the user 
profile information (602). 

These components and others make it possible for the user to receive updates 
on contents of interest (identified content per user feedback captured in the user 
profile). 
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FIGS. 8, 9A, and 1 1 A further indicate that the user gets updates based on 
identified content. For example, if a user identified that they are interested in Current 
Indexes, they can get a personalized newspaper (FIG. 1 1 A) according to the schedule 
they signed up for (FIG. 8), along with updates of the indexes shown in Time.com (FIG 
9A). 
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FIG.9A 
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FIG, 11 A 



(ffj Related Proceeding(s) Appendix 

No decision rendered by a court or the Board is identified by the examiner in the 
Related Appeals and Interferences section of this examiner's answer. 



For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Rodney Henry /rmh/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3622 



Conferees: 

Arthur Duran /AD/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3622 



Vincent Millin /vm/ 

Appeals Conference Specialist 



